BRAZIL
were under the impression that he reigned but did not
rule. For all that, he exerted a considerable influence
on the nation. A war against Rosas, and another with
Paraguay, failed to mar the general tranquillity of his
long reign. With conspicuous address, he settled the
various religious crises that arose, always a source of
danger, and in 1862 abolished the traffic in slaves that
still existed at that time. In 1871, the sons of slaves were
granted their freedom, though it was not until 1888 that
slavery was completely done away with.
It was Pedro II who gave particular encouragement
to foreign immigration. The Germans especially poured
in large numbers into the country and for a time this
wholesale invasion gave rise to considerable uneasiness.
A section of the press gave utterance to the foreboding
that it might one day threaten a disruption.
Although, when Pedro IPs reign came to an end,
Brazil had shouldered a portion of the Portuguese
national debt, the finances of the country were in a
flourishing condition. Expenditure was inconsiderable,
the army and navy were in a satisfactory state and the
budget showed a surplus. Unfortunately, in 1889, the
Emperor who had become blind, was playing but an
insignificant part in public affairs. He was very popular,
but his officers, having taken counsel together in the
military academies, engineered a kind of headquarters*
revolution with the object of removing him from power.
The intellectuals who, under the influence of Benjamin
Constant, had become converts to a sort of hotch-potch
of liberalism and positivism, joined forces with the
officers. At the end of 1889, the Republic was pro-
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